
Ellis Island/ Angel Island 

Modesto City Schools 
Library Lesson Plan 

   Developed by Dana Stemig, Library Media Teacher 
Grade Level Fourth Grade 

Info Lit 
Standard/s 

4.2 Restates facts and details in text to clarify and organize 
ideas for notetaking. 

Library 
Objective/s 

 Students will read an article about Ellis Island or an article 
about Angel Island. A group of students will complete a Venn 
Diagram comparing and contrasting the two. 

State 
Standard/s 

 English/Language Arts- Compare and contrast information on 
the same topic after reading several passages 

Time  One to two 30 minute time period 

Lesson Title Ellis Island/ Angel Island 

Introduction 
Show students on a map where Ellis Island and Angel Island 
are located. Explain that both of these islands were used as 
entry points for many people immigrating to America. Verify that 
students understand the idea of immigration.  

Vocabulary Immigration 

Activity 

Divide students into groups of 3-4 each. Have half of the groups 
read about Ellis Island and half read the article about Angel 
Island. Each group should be instructed to highlight important 
facts as they read the articles.  
When they are done reading, have the entire class complete a 
Venn Diagram detailing what is the same and what is different 
among the two groups. This could be accomplished by asking 
one group to state a fact about Ellis Island. Then ask the Angel 
Island groups whether this was also true about Angel Island. 
Discuss using the Venn Diagram and where to write facts based 
on whether they both share this fact or do not share the fact. 
Repeat as you rotate through the groups to allow all students to 
participate. 

Closure As students to summarize the similarities and differences 
between Ellis Island and Angel Island orally to their partner. 

    

Resources “Coming to America” Weekly Reader News - Edition 4, 
4/7/2006, Vol. 87 Issue 22, p2-3. Can be downloaded from 



www.stanislauslibrary.org.  
Kids Discover, May2002, Vol. 12 Issue 5- Choose an 
appropriate article from this issue about Ellis Island. (Kit is 
available from Library Services.) 
Venn Diagram on chart paper.

http://www.stanislauslibrary.org/
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